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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.f.p.s.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m.  &  hy. 

F.R.I.P.H.H. 

Public  Health  Inspectors 

Atcham  Rural  District 

fW.  H.  Purslow,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Chief  Inspector. 

D.  H.  Corfield,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector. 

C.  T.  Mabbott,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector. ' 

Borough  of  Bishop’s  Castle 

t*Harold  Thomas,  Cert.  R.S.I.  (resigned  31/10/56). 
t*G.  E.  Fletcher,  Cert.  R.S.I.  (appointed  I/I/57). 

Church  Stretton  Urban  District 
t*H.  J.  Sleigh,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Clun  Rural  District 

f*H.  Bramwell,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Chief  Inspector. 

*D.  H.  Young,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector. 

Borough  of  Wenlock 

fD.  E.  Sheppard,  Cert.  R.S.I.  (resigned  27/10/56). 
tJ.  L.  McFall,  Cert.  R.S.I.  (appointed  I/I2/56). 


Pubhc  Health  Laboratory  Service 

Bacteriologist  :  Dr.  C.  A.  JONES 
Public  Health  Laboratory 
Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury 
Telephone  No.  Shrewsbury  4389 


t  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate  held. 

*  Also  holds  the  Post  of  Surveyor  or  Assistant  Surveyor. 


3 


South  West  Salop  United  Districts 


PONTESBURY, 

1st  May,  1957. 

To  THE  Mayors,  Chairmen,  and  Members  of  the  Councils 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
of  your  Districts  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  December,  1956. 

The  population  of  the  Combined  Districts  as  at  mid-summer  1956 
has  been  estimated  to  be  50,230  and  this  is  an  increase  of  380  above 
the  number  for  mid-summer  1955.  The  total  number  of  births  was 
750  (birth-rate  =  14.9)  and  deaths  numbered  666  (death-rate=13.1). 
These  rates  are  the  same  as  those  for  the  previous  year. 

No  serious  epidemic  of  any  infectious  disease  took  place  and 
indeed  the  number  of  all  cases  notified  was  less  than  half  the  number 
notified  in  the  previous  year.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified 
in  any  of  the  Districts.  There  was  only  one  case  of  Non-paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  notified. 

Thirty-one  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  of  these 
22  were  Pulmonary  and  9  were  Non-pulmonary.  There  was  only 
one  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  this  gives  a  very  low 
death-rate  from  this  disease. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  numbered  22  and 
this  gives  a  slightly  lower  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  than  in  1955. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  numbered  106  and  of  these  a  total  of  12  were 
from  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus — 11  being  of  men  and  1  of  a 
woman. 

Accidents  were  the  causes  of  20  deaths  and  of  these  a  total 
number  of  11  were  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents. 

James  L.  Gregory, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Atcham  R.D. 


Bishop’s  Castle 
M.B. 


Church  Stretton 
U.D. 


Clun  R.D. 


Wenlock  M.B. 


South  West 
Salop 
United 
Districts 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Registrar-Greneral’s  estimate  of 
population — mid-1 956 

Area  (in  acres) . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . . . 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 


the 

...  21,830 

...  134,465 
6,306 
...£138,210 
...  £529 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
population — mid-1956 
Area  (in  acres)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 


the 

1,260 

1,865 

434 

...  £12,047 
£43 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
population — mid-1956 

Area  (in  acres) . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 


the 

2,780 

6,085 

914 

...  £37,899 
...  £154 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
population — mid-1 956 

Area  (in  acres) . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 


the 

9,280 
...  132,512 
3,085 
...  £45,466 
...  £178 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 
population — mid-1956 
Area  (in  acres)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 
Rateable  Value  of  the  District 
Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 


the 

...  15,080 

...  22,657 

4,606 
...£118,525 
...  £425 


Total  estimated  population  ...  ...  50,230 

Total  area  of  the  Districts  (in  acres)  297,584 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  15,345 

Total  Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...£352,147 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate  ...  £1,329 


5 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F.  Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ... 

172 

164  336 

Illegitimate  . 

10 

7  17 

Totals 

182 

171  353 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  populat 

ion  =  17.7 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ... 

7 

5  12 

Illegitimate 

— 

—  — 

Still  Birth  Rate=32.8  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths  . 

108 

94  202 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population =9.7 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

Rate  per 

No.  of 

1,000  live 

Deaths 

Births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

— 

Totals 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

Rate  per 

No.  of 

1,000  live 

Deaths 

Births 

(a)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births 

8 

23.8 

(b)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births  ... 

3 

176.4 

(c)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births... 

11 

31.1 

The  following  were  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales — 

Birth  Rate  ... 

...  15.7 

Death  Rate  . 

...  ... 

...  11.7 

Still  Birth  Rate 

...  ... 

...  23.0 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ... 

...  ... 

...  23.8 
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BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 
VITAL  STATISTICS 

M.  F.  Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  .  5  7  12 

Illegitimate  —  —  — 

Totals  .  5  7  12 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population=10.8 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Illegitimate  —  —  — 

Still  Birth  Rate=0.0  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths  .  19  13  32 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  =  7.3 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes —  Rate  per 

No.  of  1,000  live 
Deaths  Births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  —  — 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  —  — 

Totals  .  Nil  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age —  Rate  per 

No.  of  1,000  live 
Deaths  Births 

(a)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births  ...  ...  2  166 

(b)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births .  —  — 

(c)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births...  ...  ...  ...  2  166 


The  following  were  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales — 

Birth  Rate  ...  15.7 

Death  Rate  11.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.0 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  .  23.8 


CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ... 

15 

22 

37 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

2 

2 

Totals 

15 

24 

39 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population=16.3 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  —  2  2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  —  —  — 

Still  Birth  Rate =51. 2  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25  21  40 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population=9.9 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes —  Rate  per 

No.  of  1,000  live 
Deaths  Births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  —  — 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  —  — 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  Nil  Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

No.  of 
Deaths 

(a)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births 

(b)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births  ...  ...  — 

(c)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births .  ...  ...  Nil 


Rate  per 
1,000  live 
Births 


Nil 


The  following  were  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales — 

Birth  Rate .  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.7 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.0 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.8 
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CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

71 

49 

120 

Illegitimate . 

3 

4 

7 

Totals  . 

74 

53 

127 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population=15.7 


Still  Births — Legitimate  . 

2 

2  4 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

1  1 

Still  Birth  Rate=39.3  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths  . 

63 

61  124 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  = 

12.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 
Births 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

(a)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  births  . 

No.  of 
Deaths 

2 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 
Births 

16.6 

(b)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births . 

1 

142.8 

(c)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  live 
births... 

3 

23.6 

The  following  were  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales — 

Birth  Rate  ... 

...  15.7 

Death  Rate  ...  . 

...  11.7 

Still  Birth  Rate 

...  23.0 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ... 

...  23.8 
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BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F.  Total 

Live  Births — ^Legitimate  . 

110 

104  214 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

3  5 

Totals 

112 

107  219 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population =14.6 

Still  Births — Legitimate  . 

2 

5  7 

Illegitimate 

— 

—  — 

StiU  Birth  Rate =30.9  per  1,000  total  births 

Deaths  . 

134 

128  262 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population = 

11.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes — 

No.  of 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 

Deaths 

Births 

(a)  From  Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

(b)  From  other  Puerperal  Causes  . . . 

— 

— 

Totals 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

No.  of 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 

Deaths 

Births 

(a)  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births 

5 

23.3 

(b)  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births  ... 

1 

200.0 

(c)  All  Infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births... 

6 

27.4 

The  following  were  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales — 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.7 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

Still  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.0 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.8 
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SECTION  A 

The  total  number  of  the  population  in  the  five  Districts  as  at 
the  30th  June,  1956,  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  being 
50,230.  This  figure  is  380  above  the  figure  given  for  1955. 

The  following  are  the  estimates  of  the  population  for  each  of  the 
Districts  in  1956  and  the  figures  for  the  years  1954  and  1955  are 
also  given.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  an  increase  in  the  figures 
given  for  Atcham  R.D.  and  Church  Stretton  U.D.  as  compared  with 
the  figures  for  1955.  At  Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  and  at  Clun  R.D.  there 
is  a  slight  decrease  and  at  Wenlock  M.B.  the  estimate  is  the  same 
as  for  the  previous  year. 


Increase 

Estimated  Population  or 


District 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Decrease 

Atcham  R.D. 

21,180 

21,400 

21,830 

+430 

Bishop’s  Castle  . . . 

1,280 

1,280 

1,260 

—20 

Church  Stretton  ... 

2,760 

2,770 

2,780 

+  10 

Clun  R.D. 

9,340 

9,320 

9,280 

^0 

Wenlock  M.B. 

15,120 

15,080 

15,080 

— 

49,680 

49,850 

50,230 

+380 

NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  figures  showing  the  Vital  Statistics  for  each  of  the  five 
Districts  individually  have  already  been  given  on  the  previous  pages. 
In  the  following  notes  the  figures  and  rates  are  for  all  the  Districts 
taken  together. 

Births  and  Birth  Rates 

The  total  births  numbered  750  and  the  Birth  Rate=I4.9  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  The  number  of  births  in  the  Clun  R.D.  and 
in  Wenlock  M.B.  were  slightly  lower  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Still  Births 

There  were  26  Still  Births  and  this  gives  a  Still  Birth  Rate  of 
33.5.  (England  and  Wales  23.0). 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

Deaths  numbered  666  and  the  Death  Rate  was=13.1.  (England 
and  Wales=  11.7).  In  1954  the  deaths  numbered  690  and  in  1955  the 
number  was  658. 
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Infantile  Mortality 

The  deaths  of  22  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  were  reported. 
This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  29.3  per  1,000  live  births 
which  is  a  slightly  lower  rate  than  that  for  the  previous  year.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  was 
23.8. 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

These  are  the  deaths  of  infants  which  take  place  under  the  age 
of  four  weeks.  The  number  was  14  and  this  is  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year. 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Staff 

The  names  and  qualifications  of  the  officers  in  the  Health 
Departments  of  the  five  Districts  will  be  found  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Report.  During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  at  Bishop’s 
Castle  M.B.  and  Wenlock  M.B.  resigned. 

At  Bishop’s  Castle  the  post  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  G.  E.  Fletcher  who  commenced  duty  on  the  1st  Januar}^ 
1957.  Mr.  John  L.  McFall  has  been  appointed  at  Wenlock  M.B. 
and  commenced  duty  on  the  1st  December,  1956. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Central  Ambulance  Depot  is  at  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrewsbury, 
and  the  Telephone  Number  is  Shrewsbury  6331.  There  are  the 
following  subsidiary  stations — at  Bishop’s  Castle  and  at  Much 
Wenlock — in  the  South  West  Salop  Areas.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
1955  there  were  15  ambulances  at  Shrewsbury,  and  7  cars  for  sitting 
cases.  At  Bishop’s  Castle  and  Much  Wenlock  there  was  one 
ambulance  at  each  place  and  at  Bishop’s  Castle  there  was  also  one 
car  for  sitting  cases. 

During  the  year  1955  the  following  journeys  were  made  by 
ambulances  and  the  number  of  miles  is  also  given  and  the  number  of 
patients  carried. 

Area  Journeys  Patients  Miles 

Bishop’s  Castle  ...  127  249  6,778 

Much  Wenlock  ...  348  615  119,581 

The  figures  for  the  year  1956  have  not  yet  been  received. 

Home  Nursing 

The  County  Council  are  required  under  Section  25  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  to  make  provision  for  securing  the 
attendance  of  nurses  on  persons  who  require  nursing  in  their  own 
homes.  Nurses  who  were  employed  by  the  various  District  Nursing 
Associations  previous  to  the  5th  July,  1948,  were  transferred  to  the 
County  Council’s  employment  from  that  date  and  now  carry  on 
home  nursing  as  required.  There  are  seven  full-time  Home  Nurses 
in  the  County  at  present  and  six  of  these  are  at  Shrewsbury  and 
one  at  Ludlow.  Cases  visited  may  be  Medical,  Surgical,  Tuberculosis 
Cases,  or  patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Diseases.  Particulars 
of  the  work  carried  out  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres 

In  the  districts  the  County  Council  have  Child  Welfare  Centres 
for  children  under  school  age  at  the  following  places.  The  Centre 
at  Pontesbury  was  opened  in  January,  1955,  and  the  one  at  Madeley 
was  opened  in  1956. 


Centre 

Bishop’s  Castle 
M.B. 

Church  Stretton 

Pontesbury 

Broseley 


Address 
Church  Street 

Silvester  Home  Institute 

Public  Hall  . 

Victoria  Institute 


Much  Wenlock  British  Legion  Hall 
Ironbridge  ...  Severn  Bank  House 

Madeley  ...  Church  Street,  Madeley  ... 


Days  of  Meeting 
1st  &  3rd  Fridays 

1st  &  3rd  Thursdays 
2nd  &  4th  Tuesdays 
1st,  3rd  &  5th 

Thursdays 
2nd  &  4th  Tuesdays 
Fridays 
Wednesday 


The  opening  of  the  new  Centre  at  Madeley  is  certain  to  be  a 
satisfactory  step  forward  as  previously  children  from  this  Ward  of 
the  Wenlock  Borough  had  to  be  taken  to  Ironbridge  which  was  the 
nearest  Centre.  There  is  still  a  need  for  a  Centre  at  Bayston  Hill 
and  at  Minsterley,  as  it  is  not  easy  for  mothers  to  take  their  children 
a  long  distance  away  from  their  homes. 


Domestic  Help  Service 

The  County  Council  have  a  Scheme  for  the  provision  of  Home 
Helps  under  the  permissive  powers  of  Section  29  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946.  Home  Helps  are  available  where  there  is 
present  in  any  house  “  any  person  who  is  ill,  an  expectant  mother, 
mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a  child  not  over  compulsory  school 
age,”  and  where  help  from  other  sources  is  either  not  available  or 
needs  to  be  supplemented. 

At  the  end  of  1955  there  were  nine  Domestic  Help  Offices 
operating  within  the  County  and  one  of  these  was  at  Church  Stretton. 
The  charge  for  a  Home  Help  during  the  year  was  3s.  3d.  per  hour 
but  if  applicants  feel  unable  to  pay  this  charge  they  may  furnish 
particulars  of  their  financial  circumstances  and  will  then  be  assessed 
to  pay  according  to  their  means. 

At  Church  Stretton  during  1955  there  were  three  Part-time  Home 
Helps  employed  and  a  total  of  22  cases  were  attended. 

School  Clinics 

There  are  School  Clinics  at  Bishop’s  Castle  and  at  Ironbridge 
and  these  are  held  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Details  of  the  work 
carried  on  at  these  Clinics  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer  for  the  County. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

This  work  may  be  carried  out  either  at  the  homes  of  the  children 
by  the  family  Doctor  or  at  the  Schools  or  Welfare  Centres  by 
Medical  Officers  of  the  County  Health  Staff.  There  were  no  cases 
of  Diphtheria  in  any  of  the  Districts  during  the  year.  The  last 
cases  notified  were  in  1949. 

Chest  Clinic 

The  Clinic  is  now  at  Copthorne  Hospital,  Shrewsbury,  and  the 
Consultant  Chest  Physician  (Dr.  A.  T.  M.  Myres)  reports  that  the 
greatly  improved  amenities  at  the  new  Clinic  well  outweigh  the 
potential  disadvantage  of  the  Clinic  being  further  from  the  town 
centre.  Patients  who  have  to  attend  can  reach  the  Clinic  by  taking 
a  Midland  Red  bus  from  Barker  Street,  Shrewsbury,  to  the  Hospital 
in  Mytton  Oak  Road. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography  was  carried  out  during  1955  and 
more  than  a  total  of  20,000  persons  were  X-rayed  from  the  whole 
County.  Among  the  Areas  where  persons  were  X-rayed  were 
Church  Stretton,  Coalbrookdale  and  Madeley.  Through  the  carrying 
out  of  this  work  it  is  hoped  that  early  cases  of  active  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  will  be  found  and  treated. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  * 

This  Clinic  is  at  1  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  and  is  provided  by  the 
Shrewsbury  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee  as  part  of  the 
hospital  and  specialist  services.  The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  is 
Dr.  J.  P.  G.  Rogerson.  The  Clinic  also  serves  the  neighbouring 
Counties  of  Montgomeryshire  and  Radnorshire. 

The  times  of  sessions  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  are  now  as 
follows  : — 

Males  ...  Tuesdays  and  Fridays  ...  6-8  p.m. 

Females  ...  Mondays  .  3.30-5.30  p.m. 

Thursdays  .  5-7  p.m. 

Hospitals 

Shrewsbury  is  the  hospital  centre  for  the  five  Districts  and 
particulars  of  the  various  hospitals  available  there  have  been  given 
in  previous  Reports. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  sent  to  Monkmoor  Hospital 
and  there  are  also  Isolation  Wards  at  Copthorne  Hospital  for  some 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases.  At  Monkmoor  Hospital  some  of  the 
Wards  are  now  used  for  children  suffering  from  other  illnesses  than 
Infections. 

The  Sanatorium  for  Tubercular  cases  is  at  Shirlett,  near  Broseley 
and  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital  is  at  Oswestry. 

There  are  Cottage  Hospitals  at  Much  Wenlock  (22  beds)  and  at 
Broseley  (20  beds).  These  are  modern  hospitals  and  in  each  case 
there  are  small  maternity  departments  (Much  Wenlock  4  beds,  and 
Broseley  6  beds). 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CmCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICTS 

This  part  of  the  Report  deals  with  water  supplies,  sewage 
disposal,  public  cleansing,  rodent  control,  and  the  inspection  of 
Factories  and  Workshops.  Particulars  of  these  matters  have  been 
supplied  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  Surveyors  in  the 
Districts  and  I  would  like  to  thank  them  for  the  help  they  have 
given. 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

No  shortage  of  supplies  from  the  Council’s  two  main  supplies 
were  experienced  during  the  year.  The  Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  R.  Sockett) 
has  supplied  the  following  figures  with  regard  to  the  present  number 
of  properties  connected  to  the  supplies  or  getting  the  water  from 
standpipes  ; 

Properties 
Total  number  of  connected 
properties  served  during  the  year 

Keys  to  Standpipes  ...  659  3 

Domestic  Connections  ...  2,294  146 

Metered  Supplies  ...  813  37 

West  Atcham  and  Pimhill  Supplies 

The  extensions  of  the  water  mains  from  Rowton  to  Alberbury, 
from  Halfway  House  to  Stanford  and  Wollaston  and  from  Lea 
Cross  to  Shorthill  are  nearing  completion. 

The  two  former  extensions  are  intended  to  form  part  of  the 
proposed  Alberbury  system.  This  scheme,  however,  is  still  in 
abeyance  pending  the  decision  of  the  Ministry  with  regard  to  the 
Council’s  application  to  sink  boreholes  at  Eyton  near  Alberbury. 

East  Atcham  Water  Scheme 

The  detailed  design  of  this  scheme  is  proceeding.  Proposals  are 
soon  to  be  put  forward  for  extensions  of  the  existing  Condover, 
Uckington,  and  Pimhill  systems  to  form  part  of  the  overall  scheme. 
These  extensions  are  intended  to  serve  respectively  Berrington, 
Pitchford,  Cressage,  and  Cound  areas  ;  Wroxeter,  Atcham,  Cross 
Houses,  Upton  Magna  and  Withington  areas ;  Hadnall,  Astley, 
Haughton,  Haughmond  and  Uflhngton  areas. 

A  new  200,000  gallon  tank  reservoir  at  Pimhill  is  also  proposed. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  is  made  over  most  of  the 
district  except  in  the  case  of  isolated  dwellings,  where  a  less  frequent 
collection  is  made.  Three  vehicles  are  used — one  a  compressor 
type  of  12-20  cu.  yds.,  another  of  15  cu.  yds.  and  an  older  one  of 
7  cu.  yds.  There  are  three  drivers  and  five  loaders.  During  the 
year  most  of  the  refuse  was  deposited  in  the  tip  at  Old  Woods  which 
is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district  and  rather  far  away  from  many 
of  the  villages.  Refuse  from  Pontesbury  has  to  be  taken  to  Old 
Woods  at  present. 

The  Council  have  issued  1,000  dust -bins  for  which  7s.  6d.  a 
year  each  is  charged.  This  is  a  good  plan  as  it  ensures  that  each 
house  has  a  proper  bin  in  good  working  order.  The  tips  are  visited 
regularly  by  the  rodent  operator  and  they  are  also  sprayed  with 
dressing  to  prevent  fly  nuisance.  Approximately  4,000  tons  of 
refuse  was  moved  to  the  tips  during  the  year. 

Rodent  Control 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  rodent  control  scheme  has  ex¬ 
panded  as  the  contracts  with  farmers  are  now  made  by  the  Council 
instead  of  by  the  Shropshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 
Two  full  time  rodent  operators  are  employed  and  a  regular  inspection 
(and  treatment  where  this  is  found  to  be  necessary)  is  carried  out 
at  these  premises  in  respect  of  which  contracts  with  the  Council 
have  been  entered  into. 

A  total  of  105  contracts  have  been  made  by  the  end  of  the  year 
and  these  are  for  ; 

Private  properties  ...  ...  30  contracts 

Agricultural  properties  ...  56  contracts 

Business,  etc.,  properties  ...  19  contracts 

^  In  addition  a  routine  treatment  has  been  carried  out  at  all  of  the 
Council’s  refuse  tips  and  at  the  main  sewage  works  in  the  district. 

Constant  inspections  of  all  types  of  properties  to  ascertain  if 
there  is  any  degree  of  infestation  by  rodents  are  m^e  not  only  by 
the  Rodent  Operators  but  also  by  the  Council’s  Public  Health 
Inspectors  whilst  on  their  daily  rounds  and  for  this  purpose  a  total 
of  1,048  premises  were  inspected  dming  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  work  will  progress  so  that  before  long  a  satisfactory  control 
over  rats  and  mice  will  exist  throughout  the  District. 

Samples  of  Water  Supplies 

A  total  of  23  samples  were  taken  from  the  West  Atcham  Supply 
and  of  these  19  were  satisfactory  and  4  were  unsatisfactory.  From 
the  Pimhill  Supply  2  samples  were  taken  and  both  were  satisfactory. 
Two  samples  from  the  Buildwas  Supply  and  four  from  Cross  Houses 
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were  all  satisfactory.  A  further  total  of  144  samples  were  taken  from 
private  supplies  and  the  owner  was  advised  in  such  cases  as  the 
results  of  the  sampling  were  unsatisfactory. 

Two  samples  were  also  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  both  of 
these  were  satisfactory. 

Public  Health  Inspectors’  Visits 

The  Chief  Inspector  reports  that  the  following  is  a  summary  of 
the  visits  paid  by  the  Inspectors  during  the  year  ; 


Housing  Inspections  and  Maintenance  ...  1,260 
•  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Visits  under  the  Housing  Acts  .. .  ...  ...  189 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  271 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  368 

Refuse  Collection. . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  357 

Inspections  of  Caravans  ...  ...  ...  37 

Visits  under  the  Pests  Act  ...  ...  ...  249 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Food  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Inspection  of  Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  3 

Inspection  of  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  113 

Visits  re  Smoke  Abatement  ...  .  8 

Other  Visits  and  Re-Visits  ...  ...  ...  892 


Total  . 3,997 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

Water  Supply 

During  the  year  there  have  been  periods  during  which  the  water 
has  had  to  be  cut  off  for  a  certain  number  of  hours  owing  to  a  short¬ 
age  of  supply.  The  main  supply  is  chlorinated  and  hltered  at  the 
Cabin  above  the  town  and  it  is  laid  on  to  384  houses.  The  remaining 
houses  obtain  water  from  private  supplies. 

The  scheme  for  sinking  a  new  bore-hole  at  a  site  near  Oakly 
Farm  was  approved  by  the  Council  and  the  approval  of  the  Ministry 
has  now  been  asked  for.  A  commencement  of  this  work  will  be 
made  early  in  1957,  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  adequate  supply  will  be 
found  so  that  in  this  way*the  supply  to  the  town  will  be  made 
adequate  both  now  and  for  the  future. 

Purity  of  Supplies 

The  following  samples  were  taken  from  the  town  supply  during 
the  year  : 

Number  Number  Number 

of  Samples  Satisfactory  Non-Satisfactory 
13  9  4 
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In  addition  to  the  above  samples  there  were  also  8  samples 
taken  from  private  supplies.  In  each  of  these  cases  the  report  was 
unsatisfactory  and  advice  was  given  to  the  owners  with  regard  to 
what  should  be  done  to  improve  the  purity  of  the  water. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  Chemical  Analysis. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Particulars  of  the  present  Sewage  Disposal  Works  were  given 
in  last  year’s  Report.  A  copy  of  the  report  on  a  sample  of  sewage 
effluent  from  the  works  was  also  given  and  was  unsatisfactory.  Two 
other  samples  taken  by  the  Severn  River  Board  were  also  un¬ 
satisfactory. 

In  March,  1954,  the  Council  received  a  report  on  the  works  from 
their  Engineers  and  this  dealt  with  the  condition  of  the  works  and 
with  the  alterations  and  extensions  which  were  considered  necessary 
to  improve  the  capacity  and  efficiency  of  the  works. 

An  Inquiry  was  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  arid  now 
approval  of  the  scheme  has  been  received.  The  amount  of  sewage 
to  be  dealt  with  in  the  future  is  estimated  to  be  50,000  gallons  per 
day. 

The  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  sewers  is  378  out  of  the 
total  houses  numbering  434.  The  building  of  a  new  school  will  add 
to  the  total  amount  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with. 

Refuse  Disposal 

This  is  carried  on  as  in  former  years  by  Contract  and  refuse  is 
collected  once  weekly.  The  Council  supply  some  of  the  labour 
required  for  the  work. 

Disposal  is  by  tipping  at  Moat  Hill  but  this  should  soon  be 
given  up  and  a  new  site  used.  It  is  of  importance  that  “  controlled  ” 
tipping  be  used  as  this  prevents  any  nuisances  due  to  flies  or  to 
waste  paper  blowing  off  the  tip.  The  difficulty  in  carrying  out 
“  controlled  ”  tipping  is  due  in  many  cases  to  the  getting  of  a  site 
where  there  is  sufficient  soil  to  cover  the  refuse  with  every  48  hours. 
If  this  has  to  be  brought  from  a  distance  then  of  course  the  cost  of  the 
work  is  increased. 

Rodent  Control 

There  have  not  been  any  serious  nuisances  from  rat  infestations 
during  the  year.  Inspections  are  carried  out  by  an  officer  who  also 
works  for  the  Clun  R.D.C.  A  total  of  13  contracts  are  at  present  in 
force  and  where  these  are  made  then  inspections  of  the  premises 
concerned  are  carried  out  periodically  and  if  there  is  any  marked 
prevalence  of  rats  then  the  officer  concerned  takes  steps  to  deal  with 
them. 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
Water  Supplies 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  the  supplies  were  adequate  during 
the  year.  A  total  of  813  houses  have  the  water  supply  from  the 
Council’s  main  piped  supplies.  All  the  supplies  are  chlorinated. 
Discussions  have  taken  place  during  the  year  on  the  subject  of 
amalgamation  with  other  adjoining  authorities  with  regard  to  water 
supplies  but  no  definite  decisions  have  yet  been  arrived  at  with 
regard  to  this  matter.  A  Report  is  being  prepared  for  the  County 
Council  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  on  the  whole  question  of  water 
supplies  in  the  County  and  when  this  is  presented  then  further 
conferences  will  be  held.  The  scheme  for  All  Stretton  was  given 
further  consideration  during  the  year  but  owing  to  the  Ministry’s 
Circular  on  reorganisation  of  water  undertakings  no  further  progress 
can  be  made  on  this  scheme  at  present. 

Purity  of  Supplies 

Nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  and  report.  It  would  be  better  if  a  sample  were 
taken  each  month  from  the  different  supplies  as  in  that  way  a  close 
watch  could  be  kept  on  the  purity  of  each  supply  and  if  any  supply 
should  fail  to  be  up  to  the  required  standard  of  purity  then  the 
matter  could  be  inquired  into  at  once. 


Total 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Supply 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Church  Stretton 

6 

4 

2 

All  Stretton  . . . 

3 

1 

2 

Totals 

9 

5 

4 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  public  sewers  is  estimated 
to  be  709.  As  pointed  out  in  previous  Reports  these  works  were 
constructed  in  1905  for  a  population  estimated  at  2,000  and  for  a 
dry  weather  flow  of  50,000  gallons.  At  the  present  time  there  is 
evidence  of  infiltration  of  water  into  the  sewers  and  this  may 
amount  to  seven  times  the  dry  weather  flow.  A  scheme  has  been 
prepared  for  the  sewerage  of  All  Stretton  but  there  has  been  difficulty 
in  getting  a  site  for  new  works  there  and  the  Council  are  now  con¬ 
sidering  a  joint  scheme  for  Church  Stretton  and  All  Stretton.  Such 
a  scheme  would  provide  for  improvement  to  the  Church  Stretton 
Works  as  well  as  facilities  for  dealing  with  sewage  from  Little 
Stretton  and  All  Stretton. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Collection  is  carried  on  weekly  in  the  area  and  disposal  is  by 
tipping  at  Minton.  The  need  for  “  controlled  ”  tipping  is  the  only 
way  in  which  refuse  can  be  dealt  with  and  this  requires  a  constant 
supply  of  soil  so  that  the  refuse  can  be  covered  every  48  hours 
regularly.  Most  of  the  difficulty  is  of  getting  a  suitable  site  for 
tipping  and  a  suitable  supply  of  soil  near  the  tip  for  the  covering  of 
refuse  with. 

Rodent  Control 

This  work  is  carried  on  by  an  operator  employed  by  the  Ludlow 
R.D.C.  who  works  in  this  district  one  week  in  every  second  month. 
The  Inspector  states  that  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  dealing 
with  the  few  cases  where  rats  were  found  in  any  number. 

Inspector’s  Visits 

The  Inspector  reports  that  the  following  visits  were  paid  during 


the  year  with  regard  to  the  following  : 

Housing  inspections  .  63 

Disinfection  of  premises  ...  4 

Defective  drains  .  6 

Other  complaints...  ...  ...  28 

Rodent  control  ...  ...  ...  14 

Food  inspections  ...  ...  38 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  14 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

Shortages  were  experienced  in  the  early  summer  at  Newcastle 
and  at  Llanfairwaterdine.  The  trouble  was  again  overcome  at 
Newcastle  by  the  temporary  fitting  of  a  pump  to  the  borehole  and  a 
scheme  for  a  permanent  pumphouse  and  connection  to  the  mains  is 
being  submitted  for  approval  in  the  hope  that  the  work  can  be 
carried  out  in  the  early  summer  of  1957.  The  Council  intend  to  bore 
for  water  again  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1957  at  Llanfair¬ 
waterdine.  Water  had  to  be  carried  at  Lynch  Gate  as  in  previous 
years.  An  inquiry  was  held  by  the  Ministry  into  the  proposed 
Snailbeach  Water  Scheme  and  approval  to  proceed  with  the  final 
detailed  plans  was  granted. 

A  draft  order  has  been  prepared  in  respect  of  the  Chirbury, 
Marton,  and  Bent  Lont  Scheme  and  is  being  sent  to  the  Ministry  for 
approval.  It  is  hoped  that  permission  for  an  inquiry  to  be  held  will 
soon  be  obtained.  Permission  to  carry  out  the  extensions  at  Aston 
Rogers  and  Beambridge  has  not  yet  been  received.  The  hamlet  of 


21 


Mellin-y-Grogue  was  given  a  piped  water  supply  from  the  Knighton 
R.D.C.’s  Teme  Valley  Supply.  An  improved  supply  has  been 
obtained  for  Clun  Green  by  the  laying  of  a  new  3-inch  main  to 
replace  a  badly  corroded  1-inch  pipe. 


Reports  on  Water  Samples 


Total 

Supply  Samples 

Clun  ...  ...  ...  3 

Clunbury  ...  ...  9 

Chirbury  ...  ...  3 

Clunton  ...  ...  5 

Marton  ...  ...  4 

Lydham  and  More  ...  3 

Worthen  ...  ...  3 

Newcastle  ...  ...  4 

Clungunford  ...  4 

Kempton  ...  ...  4 

Bucknell  ...  ...  2 

Bromlow  ...  ...  3 


Number 

Satisfactory 

3 

4 
3 
3 

3 

3 
1 

4 
3 
2 
1 


Number  not 
Satisfactory 

5 

2 

4 

3 

1 

2 


Totals  ...  47 


30 
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In  addition  to  the  above  samples  a  total  of  142  other  samples 
were  taken  from  private  supplies  and  from  proposed  new  supplies. 

Samples  for  Chemical  Analysis  were  taken  from  the  Brocton  and 
Worthen  Supply  and  from  a  supply  at  Beambridge.  The  former 
sample  was  satisfactory  but  the  latter  was  found  to  have  nitrites 
and  chlorides  rather  high  and  was  rather  a  hard  water. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  the  position  is  much  as  in  the  previous 
year.  The  tanks  at  Brocton  were  cleaned  out  and  there  is  now  a 
better  effluent  at  this  place.  Tanks  at  other  places  have  also  been 
emptied  and  this  has  given  better  effluents  also. 

At  Bucknell  and  Clun  the  effluents  were  below  standard  and 
efforts  are  being  made  to  improve  them.  Two  new  plants  have  been 
built  on  Clun  Tip  where  previously  sewage  was  discharged  un¬ 
treated.  Some  34  houses  are  served  and  two  serious  nuisances 
have  been  abated. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  new  collection  in  Clunbury  Parish  serving  Clunbury, 
Kempton,  Clunton,  Twitchen  and  Beambridge  is  working  satis¬ 
factorily.  Collections  in  other  Parishes  are  as  mentioned  in  last 
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year’s  Report.  Tips  are  sited  at  Clun,  Totterton,  Clunbury,  Clunton, 
Grimmer,  Bucknell,  and  Pan-Purton.  All  of  these  are  free  from 
rodent  infestation. 

Rodent  Control 

The  work  during  the  year  has  been  heavier  than  before  and 
there  have  been  many  reports  of  rat,  vole  and  mice  infestations. 
The  previous  rodent  operator  left  the  Council’s  service  in  October, 
1956,  and  now  treats  premises  privately.  The  district  has  now 
therefore  two  contract  services  and  the  Council  has  lost  some 
contracts  as  a  result  of  this.  There  are  now  98  Contracts  held  and 
Council  properties  are  treated  regularly  and  single  paid  treatments 
are  carried  out  when  requested. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 

The  following  is  a  list  of  visits  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

Number  of 


Housing  inspections  and  maintenance 

Visits 
...  573 

Housing  applications  . 

45 

Nuisances 

31 

Water  supplies  and  samples 

...  327 

Drainage  inspections 

52 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal 

40 

Moveable  dwellings  ...  . 

23 

Milk  supplies 

10 

Rodent  control  ... 

36 

Infectious  diseases 

12 

Meat  inspections  ... 

...  136 

Factories  and  food  premises 

64 

Other  miscellaneous  visits 

...  326 

Total  visits 

...  1,675 

BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 

Water  Supplies 

The  main  piped  water  supplies  to  the  Borough  are  under  the 
control  of  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board.  During  the  year  there 
was  no  shortage  of  supply.  The  extensions  of  the  mains  to  Little 
Wenlock  and  to  Homer  were  completed  and  this  will  prove  of  great 
advantage  to  each  of  these  places  as  the  former  supplies  were  not 
satisfactory  either  as  regards  the  amount  available  or  the  purity  of 
water.  A  new  3-inch  water  main  was  laid  to  serve  the  Bungalow 
Site,  High  Street,  Broseley. 
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Purity  of  Supplies 

During  the  year  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  main 
supplies  at  different  places.  These  samples  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  were  all  satisfactory  except  in  one 
case  in  which  there  was  slight  evidence  of  some  pollution.  A  further 
sample  from  the  same  district  was  taken  and  this  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 


Sewage  Disposal 

There  are  eight  Sewage  Disposal  Works  owned  by  the  Council 
and  these  are  at  Madeley  (2),  Broseley  (2),  Jackfield,  Benthall, 
Wenlock  and  Bourton.  The  Surveyor  reports  that  the  Works  at 
Much  Wenlock  are  overloaded  at  present.  The  Benthall  Works  are 
not  satisfactory  but  some  work  has  been  carried  out  on  them  to 
improve  the  effluent.  The  major  problem  at  the  present  at  Madeley 
(Hill  Top),  Madeley  (Station  Road),  and  Broseley  (Dark  Lane) 
Works  is  the  matter  of  sludge  disposal  and  the  very  restricted  land 
and  access  available.  One  new  sewer  was  laid  at  Duke  Street, 
Broseley,  the  length  being  150  yards  of  9-inch  sewer.  A  total  of 
1,131  Council  houses  in  the  Borough  are  connected  to  the  sewers 
in  aU  the  area. 


Disposal  Works 

Council  Houses 
Served 

Madeley  (Station  Road) 

...  420 

Madeley  (Hill  Top) 

...  220 

Broseley  (Dark  Lane) 

72 

Broseley  (Fish  House) — extended  1956 

186 

Jackfield  (Calcutts) 

6 

Benthall  (Haybrook  Terrace)  ... 

8 

Much  Wenlock  ... 

...  215 

Bourton  ... 

4 

The  Surveyor  states  that  there  is  no  definite  information  as  to 
the  number  of  private  houses  which  are  served  by  each  of  the  above 
sewage  disposal  schemes. 

Report  on  Sewage  Effluent 

The  following  is  a  Report  on  a  Sewage  Effluent  taken  at  the 
Fish-House  Works,  Broseley  : 
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Certificate  of  Analysis 


Parts  per  100,000 
2.0 
2.0 


Dissolved  oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at  65°  F. . 

Suspended  matter 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4  hrs. 

at  80°  F . 

Chlorine  in  chlorides 

Reaction  pH  . 

Stability  test  (methylene  blue  5  days) 

Free  and  saline  ammonia 

Appearance  . 

Odour 

This  is  a  satisfactory  effluent  and  fit  to  discharge  into  a  stream. 

(Signed)  Harold  Low,  m.sc., 

Chester,  Public  Analyst. 

31st  January,  1957. 


0.78 

8.4 

7.0 

Satisfactory 

2.0 

Slightly  brownish 
Dank 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  in  the  areas  which  are  most  urban  in 
character  and  in  the  more  out-lying  parts  the  collection  is  fortnightly 
or  monthly.  The  work  is  carried  out  by  men  who  are  employed  by 
the  Council.  Three  vehicles  are  employed  but  during  the  period  in 
which  petrol  has  been  rationed  only  two  of  these  have  been  in  use. 
There  are  three  tips  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  and  these  are  reported 
to  be  in  good  order.  There  has  been  one  complaint  regarding  flies 
at  the  tip  at  Lincoln  Hill  and  the  face  of  this  tip  is  now  regularly 
sprayed  with  Gammexane. 

Night  Soil  Collection 

A  night  soil  collection  service  is  carried  out  in  the  Madeley  Ward 
and  at  present  the  night  soil  is  being  deposited  in  a  disused  pit 
shaft  at  Meadow  Pit,  Madeley.  There  have  been  no  complaints  of 
any  nuisance.  There  is  no  more  room  available  for  disposal  at  the 
Madeley  (Station  Road)  Sewage  Works  and  a  new  site  for  the  disposal 
of  night  soil  will  soon  have  to  be  found. 


Rodent  Control 

This  work  has  been  carried  on  as  before  and  the  man  employed 
spends  two-thirds  of  his  time  in  Wenlock  M.B.  and  one-third  in 
working  for  the  Bridgnorth  M.B.  Visits  paid  were  : 


Premises  Visits 

Private  dwellings .  410 

Business  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  329 

Agricultural  premises  .  290 

Council  properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  351 

Total  number  of  contracts  ...  ...  ...  14 
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Factories  Acts — 1937  and  1948 

Section  128  (3)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  requires  certain 
particulars  to  be  furnished  with  regard  to  matters  under  Part  I  and 
Part  VIII  of  the  Act  in  relation  to  Factories  where  power  is  em¬ 
ployed.  In  regard  to  the  Factories  where  no  power  is  employed  the 
Local  Authority  enforces  Section  7  which  deals  with  the  supply  of 
suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences. 

In  Factories  where  more  than  twenty  persons  are  employed  or 
where  more  than  ten  persons  are  employed  to  work  above  the  ground 
floor  the  Local  Authority  have  to  be  satisfied  that  adequate  means 
of  escape  from  the  building  in  case  of  fire  are  provided.  Certificates 
as  to  the  adequacy  of  such  means  of  escape  have  to  be  given  by  the 
Local  Authority. 


The  Inspectors  have  supplied  the  following  figures  regarding 
inspections  made  and  the  number  of  defects  found  : 


Atcham  R.D. 

No.  of 
Factories 
on  Reg. 

88 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

59 

Defects 

Found 

16 

Defects 

Remedied 

13 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B. 

46 

56 

— 

— 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

20 

25 

— 

— 

Clun  R.D . 

30 

42 

3 

2 
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SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

Returns  relating  to  the  demolition,  closing,  and  repair  of  houses 
under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  are  now  submitted  by 
the  Councils  each  Quarter  on  Form  P.13  (Hsg.). 

The  following  figures  with  regard  to  each  of  the  five  Districts 
are  given  for  the  information  of  Members  of  each  Council. 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  6,306 

Number  of  Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  867 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1956  : 

(a)  Council  houses  .  88 

(b)  Private  houses  .  54 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  as  at  31st  December, 

1956  : 

(a)  Council  houses  ...  .  20 

(b)  Private  houses  .  46 

Improvement  Grants  applied  for  and  granted  .  78 

Additional  houses  provided  by  the  conversion  of  older 

houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  1956  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  ...  .  20 

Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  .  70 

Total  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  as  at 

31st  December,  1956  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  376 


The  following  figures  show  the  sites  of  the  new  Council  Houses 
which  were  completed  during  1956,  the  sites  of  the  number  under 
construction  as  at  31st  December,  1956,  and  the  sites  of  those 
houses  it  is  proposed  to  commence  in  the  year  1957  : 

Under  To  be 


Site 

Completed 

construction 

commenced 

in  1956 

at  31.12.56 

in  1957 

Minsterley... 

6 

— 

— 

Han  wood 

36 

— 

— 

Grafton  . 

10 

— 

— 

Eaton  Constantine 

4 

— 

— 

Cressage  . 

16 

— 

— 

Wroxeter 

2 

— 

— 

Bayston  Hill 

14 

20 

— 

88 

20 

_ 
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BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  .  434 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  80 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  the  year  1956  : 

Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Private  houses  .  .  ...  1 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  construction  as  at  31st 

December,  1956  (Council  and  private)  .  Nil 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  and  granted  5 

Number  of  houses  condemned  as  unfit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  as  at  31st 
December,  1956  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  additional  houses  provided  by  the  conversion 

of  older  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  914 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  149 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1956  : 

Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Private  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  construction  as  at  31st 
December,  1956  ; 

Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Private  houses  .  .  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  additional  houses  provided  by  the  conversion 

of  older  houses  into  flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  and  granted...  2 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  as  at  31st 

December,  1956  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  ...  ...  3,085 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  257 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1956  : 

Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Private  houses  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  apphed  for  and  granted...  43 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  as  at  31st 
December,  1956  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Houses  under  construction  as  at  31st  December,  1956  : 

Private  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 
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The  survey  of  all  houses  of  a  Rateable  Value  of  £5  or  less  has 
been  continued  during  the  year  and  now  a  total  number  of  900 
houses  have  been  inspected  up  to  the  31st  December,  1956.  There 
are  still  a  further  number  of  900  houses  to  be  inspected  in  this 
survey. 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  4,606 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council .  1,215 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1956  : 

Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Private  houses  ...  .  3 

Number  of  houses  in  course  of  construction  as  at  31st 
December,  1956 

Council  houses  ...  ...  .  22 

Private  houses  ...  ...  .  11 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  and  granted  4 

Number  of  houses  demolished  or  closed  during  the  year  ...  2 

Number  of  additional  houses  or  flats  provided  by  the 

conversion  of  older  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  as  at  31st 
December,  1956  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  562 


Of  the  23  new  houses  built  by  the  Council  16  were  at  Broseley 
and  7  were  at  Madeley.  Three  of  the  latter  houses  were  flats. 


HOUSING  AND  HEALTH 

It  is  still  rather  a  difficult  matter  to  arrive  at  an  answer  to  the 
question  as  to  what  is  the  exact  relationship  between  housing  and 
health.  Various  Housing  Acts  have  been  passed  since  the  year  1868 
and  in  1890  there  was  an  Act  which  remained  the  principal  Act  until 
1925.  This  Act  consisted  of  three  parts  : 

Part  1.  Slum  clearance. 

2.  Repair  or  closure  and  demolition  of  single  unfit 
houses. 

3.  This  was  adoptive  and  enabled  L.A.s  to  build  and 
maintain  houses  for  the  working  classes. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  in  addition  to  housing  there  are 
other  factors  which  have  to  be  dealt  with  if  disease  is  to  be  prevented, 
e.g..  Want,  Ignorance,  Squalor,  and  Idleness.  It  is  difficult  to 
assign  to  housing  alone  its  proper  share  in  the  production  of  ill- 
health. 
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Overcrowding 

Cases  of  overcrowding  are  still  met  with  to  a  considerable  extent 
and  in  some  cases  it  may  be  due  to  two  or  more  families  sharing  a 
house.  This  is  bound  to  have  a  bad  influence  on  an  ordered  family 
life.  Each  family  requires  a  home  of  its  own  to  live  in.  The  effect 
of  overcrowding  is  particularly  harmful  to  the  younger  children  in 
a  family.  The  moving  of  a  family  to  a  larger  and  better  house  often 
helps  to  reduce  the  Infant  Mortality  in  an}^  such  family. 

Tuberculosis 

If  there  is  a  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  a  family  it  is 
essential  that  the  patient  should  have  a  bedroom  to  himself  (herself) . 
If  this  is  not  possible  then  the  chance  of  some  other  members  of  the 
family  being  infected  is  much  greater  and  this  is  especially  so  if  there 
are  young  children  in  the  house. 

If  such  a  family  is  rehoused  then  it  is  essential  that  careful 
observation  be  kept  over  them  so  that  they  do  not  overcrowd  the 
new  house  they  are  in  by  taking  in  other  members  of  the  family  or 
by  sub-letting  part  of  the  house. 

Letting  of  Houses 

When  lists  of  applicants  are  considered  for  Council  houses  to 
be  let  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  each  case  should  be 
carefully  considered  so  that  the  actual  need  may  be  fully  ascertained. 
Some  families  may  be  living  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  house  but  the 
members  of  the  family  may  be  in  good  health.  In  such  a  case  it 
would  have  to  be  considered  as  to  whether  moving  the  family  to  a 
better  house  would  perhaps  be  a  help  in  preventing  them  becoming 
unhealthy  in  the  future. 

In  another  family  there  may  already  be  ill-health,  e.g.,  Tuber¬ 
culosis — and  the  need  for  a  larger  and  better  house  may  be  very 
urgent  indeed. 


30 


SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  January,  1956,  and  apply  to  all  food  and  drink  with  only  a  few 
exceptions.  They  do  not  apply  to  milk  and  cream  both  of  which 
are  dealt  with  under  separate  Regulations,  nor  to  raw  food  which 
has  to  be  milled  or  refined  before  it  is  fit  for  human  consumption. 
The  number  of  food  premises  to  be  visited  is  considerable  and  in 
such  a  scattered  and  wide  area  as  a  Rural  District  is,  this  work  will 
add  considerably  to  the  duties  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Inspectors. 
Some  of  the  Regulations  did  not  come  into  operation  until  the 
1st  July,  1956,  and  the  following  is  a  short  statement  of  the  matters 
which  have  to  be  provided  at  food  premises  : 

1.  Water  Supply 

There  must  be  a  supply  of  enough  clean  and  wholesome  water 
to  enable  all  the  Regulations  to  be  complied  with  and,  if  practicable, 
the  supply  must  be  constant. 

2.  Sanitary  Conveniences 

Water  closets,  urinals,  etc.  must  be  clean,  in  working  order  and 
well  lit  and  ventilated.  Those  used  by  food  handlers  must  have  a 
“  Wash  your  Hands  ”  notice  visible. 

3.  Washing  Arrangements  for  Staff 

All  food  premises  must  have  enough  wash-basins  in  places 
where  the  Staff  can  get  at  them  quickly  and  easily  from  their  work 
and  from  the  sanitary  conveniences. 

Constant  hot  water  must  be  laid  on  to  the  wash-basins  wherever 
what  is  termed  “  open  food  ”  is  handled,  i.e.,  food  which  is  not  in  a 
container  or  packing  case  which  will  exclude  all  risk  of  any  con¬ 
tamination  to  the  food. 

Soap,  nail  brushes,  and  clean  towels  (or  paper  towels  or  hot  air 
driers)  must  also  be  provided  near  the  wash-basins.  The  basins 
must  be  kept  clean  and  in  good  working  order. 

4.  First  Aid  Kit 

Bandages,  dressings  and  antiseptics  must  be  provided  where  the 
Staff  can  get  at  them  easily.  For  food  handlers  the  outer  dressings 
should  be  waterproof — such  as  rubber  finger  stalls  or  adhesive 
plastic. 
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5.  Clothing  Lockers  for  Staff 

Where  “  open  food  ”  is  handled  then  cupboards  or  lockers  must 
be  provided  so  that  the  Staff  can  leave  in  them  all  clothing  and 
footwear  which  they  do  not  use  while  at  work. 

6.  Washing  Food  and  Equipment 

Where  “  open  food  ”  is  handled  the  premises  must  have  sinks 
or  special  washing  machines  for  washing  food  and  equipment  and 
constant  hot  and  cold  water  must  be  laid  on.  Only  cold  water  will 
be  required  for  fish,  tripe,  fruit  or  vegetables. 

7.  Equipment 

Articles  or  equipment  with  which  food  may  come  into  contact 
must  be  kept  clean.  They  should,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  be  made  of 
non-absorbent  materials  to  prevent  contamination  of  the  food. 

The  Regulations  also  draw  attention  to  the  need  for  personal 
hygiene  on  the  part  of  the  employees  and  of  the  necessity  for  them 
to  inform  their  employer  if  they  are  suffering  from  certain  diseases 
which  might  result  in  the  food  they  are  handling  being  infected. 


Meat 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  but 
during  the  year  slaughtering  has  only  been  carried  out  at  one  of  these 
— the  one  at  Half  Way  House. 

The  following  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
during  the  year  and  the  carcases  or  organs  which  have  been  con¬ 
demned.  Most  of  the  butchers  now  get  their  meat  from  the  Abattoir 
at  Shrewsbury. 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Number  killed 
Number  inspected 
All  diseases  except  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cystercerci : 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

Some  part  or  organ  con¬ 
demned 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  or  cystercerci 


Cattle  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

62  38  1  510  127 

62  38  1  510  127 


5  5  —  6  6 

8%  13%  -  1%  5% 
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Tuberculosis  only  :  Cattle  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

Whole  carcases  condemned  —  —  —  —  — 

Some  part  or  organ  con¬ 
demned  ...  ...  ...  3  2  —  —  2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

tuberculosis  .  5%  5%  —  —  1-5% 

Cystercercosis  : 

No  carcases  were  found  to  be  infected. 


Milk 

There  are  seven  Dairies  in  the  District  apart  from  farm  dairies. 
The  control  of  Milk  Production  at  farms  is  the  duty  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

A  total  of  seven  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
of  these  five  were  satisfactory  and  two  were  unsatisfactory. 

No  outbreak  of  any  Infectious  Diseases  spread  by  Milk  was 
experienced. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  43  Retailers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  aria  but  all  of  these 
except  one  sell  “  pre-packed  ”  ice  cream.  Nine  samples  of  ice  cream 
were  taken  and  these  were  reported  on  to  be  in  the  following  cate¬ 
gories  .  Grade  1  ...  6 

Grade  2  ...  2 
Grade  4  ...  1 

The  Grade  4  Sample  came  from  the  retailer  who  manufactures 
his  own  Ice  Cream.  Advice  was  given  in  this  case  and  a  further 
sample  was  in  Grade  2. 


The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  as  follows  with 
regard  to  the  number  and  typ6s  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District  : 


General  stores  .  83 

Public  houses  ...  ...  59 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  13 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  7 

Creameries  ...  ...  3 

Food  canning  factory  ...  1 


Fried  fish  shop  ...  ...  1 

Chemist’s  shop  ...  ...  1 

School  canteens  and  dining 

centres  .  38 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  4 


The  number  of  Food  Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  are  as  follows  : 

Fish  frying  premises  . 


Ice  cream  retailers 
Ice  cream  manufacturer 


1 

43 

1 


Number  of  Dairies  registered  under  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regs.  1949-1954  . 


7 
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BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

The  Inspector  reports  that  there  are  four  licensed  slaughterhouses 
in  the  town  but  that  only  one  is  in  regular  use.  A  total  of  58  inspec¬ 
tions  were  made  during  the  year.  He  states  that  one  of  the  places 
should  not  be  relicensed,  two  others  are  fair  and  the  fourth,  which 
is  the  one  in  regular  use,  is  fair  but  the  position  of  the  place  is  not 
good  and  animals  are  slaughtered  in  sight  of  carcases  being  dressed. 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Sheep 

and 

Cows  Cows  Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  ... 

104  —  — 

323 

127 

Number  inspected 

98  —  — 

300 

126 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci ; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Some  part  or  organ  con¬ 
demned  . 

12  —  — 

36 

2 

Percentage  of  number 
affected 

11%  -  - 

12% 

li% 

Tuberculosis  only  ; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Some  part  or  organ  con¬ 
demned 

1  —  — 

Percentage  of  number 
affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

1%  -  - 

Cysticercosis  :  No  carcases  were 

found  to  be  infected. 

CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Meat 

The  Inspector  reports  that  there  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses 
in  the  district  and  the  meat  required  for  sale  is  bought  at  Shrewsbury 
where  there  is  a  large  Abattoir  and  where  the  carcases  are  examined 
by  the  Inspectors  of  the  Shrewsbury  Corporation. 

A  total  of  38  inspections  of  food  were  made  during  the  year  and 
the  following  food  was  condemned  as  unfit : 

393  tins  of  foodstuffs  (mainly  decomposition) 

63  lbs.  of  beef  (bone  taint) 

Milk 

There  are  no  milk  producers  and  retailers  in  the  district.  There 
are  three  retailers  and  these  only  sell  Sterilised,  Pasteurised, 
Tuberculin  Tested,  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk.  No 
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samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  no  case  of  milk  borne 
infectious  diseases  were  reported.  The  control  of  milk  production  at 
farms  is  under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Ice  Cream 

No  ice  cream  is  made  in  the  district  but  there  are  13  retailers. 
All  of  these  retailers  sell  pre-packed  ice  cream  which  is  made  by 
some  of  the  large  firms  who  supply  the  dealers. 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Meat  ' 

The  Inspector  reports  that  there  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  use 
and  these  are  in  Clun  and  are  both  private.  One  visit  is  made  to 
each  of  these  each  week  and  although  neither  of  them  can  be 
classified  as  ideal  places,  they  are  adequate  for  the  small  amount 
of  work  carried  out.  Details  of  carcases  inspec+ed  will  be  found 
on  the  following  form. 


Carcases  and  Ofial  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 

Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 


Number  killed  (if  known) 
Number  inspected 
All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 
and  cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
parts  or  organ  were  con¬ 
demned 

Percentage  of  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  or  cystir- 
cerci 

Tuberculosis  only  ; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

Cystircercosis  :  No  carcases  were 


176  —  1  875  330 

176  —  1  680  268 

—  —  1  3  — 

13  —  —  —  — 

7.4%  —  100%  0.44%  — 

10  —  —  —  — 

5.7%  -  -  -  - 

found  to  be  infected. 
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Milk 

The  supervision  of  mUk  production  at  farms  is  now  under  the 
control  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Local 
Authorities  have  to  control  any  dairies  in  the  District.  Pasteurised 
milk  is  retailed  at  Chirbury,  Marton,  and  Worthen,  and  at  Lydbury 
North,  Clungunford,  Kempton,  Clunbury  and  Clunton.  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  is  retailed  in  Clun.  The  Inspector  reports  that  two 
dairies  are  licensed  and  that  both  of  them  are  in  good  condition. 

Ice  Cream 

No  ice  cream  is  made  in  the  District  but  retailers  sell  pre-packed 
ice  cream.  No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  food  premises  in  the  District  is  not  yet 
available.  Under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  this  number  is 
asked  for  and  also  the  type  of  business  carried  on  in  each.  This 
work  will  mean  a  considerable  increase  in  the  duties  of  the  Inspectors 
as  not  only  has  one  visit  to  be  paid  to  each  of  the  food  premises  but 
subsequent  visits  will  have  to  be  paid  to  ascertain  if  the  improve¬ 
ments  asked  for  have  been  carried  out.  The  matters  to  be  attended 
to  have  been  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  Section  of  the 
Report. 

BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 

Meat 

The  Inspector  reports  that  slaughtering  is  only  being  carried  on 
at  three  of  the  five  licensed  slaughterhouses.  The  number  of 
animals  inspected  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : 

Cattle  Pigs  Sheep  Calves 

41  200  356  1 

A  total  of  80  lbs.  of  meat  was  condemned  during  the  year. 

Milk 

The  control  of  milk  at  farms  is  under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
During  the  year  no  cases  of  disease  due  to  infected  milk  were 
reported. 

Ice  Cream 

All  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  Borough  is  manufactured  in  other 
places  and  is  sold  as  pre-packed  ice  cream.  No  samples  were  taken 
during  the  year. 

Exchequer  Grants  towards  the  cost  of  Meat  Inspection 

In  March,  1956,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  announced  that  the 
Government  had  decided  to  offer  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of 
meat  inspection.  In  April,  1957,  a  Circular — FSH  2/57  was  sent 
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out  to  all  Councils  regarding  this  matter  and  details  of  it  were  given. 
The  purpose  of  the  grants  is  to  assist  these  local  authorities  on  which 
the  cost  of  inspecting  meat  in  slaughterhouses  imposes  an  unduly 
heavy  burden  because  much  of  the  meat  inspected  is  not  for  local 
consumption.  Each  local  authority  should  still  bear  without 
Exchequer  assistance  the  cost  of  inspecting  sufficient  meat  for  the 
needs  of  its  own  population,  and  only  meat  inspected  which  is 
surplus  to  local  requirements  should  be  taken  into  account  in  assess¬ 
ing  the  grants.  The  method  of  determining  whether  a  local  authority 
qualifies  for  grant  is  explained  in  the  Circular  mentioned  above  and 
the  scheme  will  begin  to  operate  in  respect  of  expenditure  by  local 
authorities  in  the  financial  year  1956-57,  and  the  Ministry  will  be 
prepared  to  consider  claims  made  from  now  on. 
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SECTION  F 

✓ 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during 
the  year : 


Infectious  Diseases,  1956 


Disease 

Atcham 

R.D. 

Bishop’s 

Castle 

Church 

Stretton 

Clun 

R.D. 

Wenlock 

M.B. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  36 

1 

4 

13 

3 

57 

Measles 

.  105 

— 

3 

16 

60 

184 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

9 

2 

— 

26 

15 

52 

Pneumonia 

.  27 

1 

19 

3 

7 

57 

Poliomyelitis  : 
Paralytic 

_ 

- 

_  , 

— 

Non-paralytic  .. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

.  21 

3 

— 

3 

— 

27 

Erysipelas  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

9 

Dysentery  ... 

.  24 

— 

15 

— 

2 

41 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

1 

1 

2 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  . . 

1 

2 

3 

Tuberculosis  ; 
Pulmonary 

.  14 

1 

_ 

7 

22 

N  on-pulmonary 

6 

— 

— 

2 

1 

9 

Totals 

.  247 

8 

41 

65 

106 

467 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 

during 

the  year  was  467  and  this  was  less  than  half  the  number  notified 
in  the  previous  year  when  1,079  cases  were  notified. 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  in  any  of  the  Districts. 
Children  can  be  immunised  against  Diphtheria  either  by  the  family 
doctors  or  at  the  Schools  or  Infant  Welfare  Centres  by  the  Medical 
Officers  of  the  County  Health  Department.  The  last  cases  of 
Diphtheria  notified  in  any  of  the  Districts  were  in  the  year  1949. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  was  27  and  this  is  the 
same  number  as  in  the  previous  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  were  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  the  Registers  for  each  of  the  Districts  as  at  the  31st  December, 
1956  : 
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District 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

..  64 

45 

16 

18 

80 

63 

Bishop’s  Castle 

..  2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

Church  Stretton 

..  10 

7 

2 

1 

12 

8 

Clun  R.D. 

..  20 

14 

3 

7 

23 

21 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

..  61 

48 

8 

16 

69 

64 

S.W.  Salop  Districts 

..  157 

115 

31 

43 

188 

158 

New  Cases  Notified 

The  following  new 

cases  were  notified  during  the  year 

: 

Pulmonary 

N  on  -pulmonary 

Total 

District 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

..  9 

5 

3 

3 

12 

8 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  . 

..  1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clun  R.D. 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

4 

3 

— 

1 

4 

4 

S.W.  Salop  Districts  . 

..  14 

8 

3 

6 

17 

14 

Deaths  and  Death-Rates 

The  following  were 

the  number  of  deaths  from  both  Pulmonary 

and  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  : 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

District 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  . 

..  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clun  R.D . 

..  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

..  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

S.W.  Salop  Districts  . 

..  — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

The  Death  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  from  both  the 
Pulmonary  and  Non-pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease  were  as 
follows  : 

S.W.  Salop 
Districts 

Pulmonary  Death  Rate  ...  ...  0.019 

Non-pulmonary  Death  Rate  ...  0.000 
Total  Death  Rate  . 0.019 
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POLIOMYELITIS 

During  the  year  one  case  of  Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis  was 
notified.  The  patient  was  a  boy  of  4  years  of  age  and  his  home  was 
in  the  Clun  R.D. 

Since  the  year  1950  cases  of  Pohomyelitis  have  been  notified 
as  either  Paralytic  Cases  or  Non-paralytic  Cases.  At  present  the 
diagnosis  of  Non-paralytic  Cases  is  not  on  a  firm  basis  as  no  polio¬ 
myelitis  virus  is  found  in  these  cases.  The  number  of  Paralytic 
Cases  is  therefore  a  more  reliable  guide  as  to  the  prevalence  of  the 
disease. 


CANCER 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  the  five  Districts  was 
106.  This  gives  a  death-rate  of  2.110  per  1,000.  In  the  previous 
year  the  number  of  deaths  was  113. 

Of  the  total  deaths  from  this  disease  12  were  in  the  lungs  or 
bronchus.  Eleven  of  these  were  in  males  and  one  in  a  female.  The 
percentage  of  the  cases  in  the  lungs  or  bronchus  was  11.3  per  cent 
(in  1955  it  was  12.5  per  cent). 

The  following  are  the  figures  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Cancer  and  the  death-rates  in  each  of  the  Districts  : 

Death  Rates 


District 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

per  1,000 

Atcham  R.D. 

11 

16 

1.694 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B. 

2 

2 

3.174 

Church  Stretton  U.D. 

4 

4 

2.877 

Clun  R.D. 

8 

13 

2.262 

Wenlock  M.B. 

22 

24 

3.050 

South  West  Salop 

47 

59 

2.110 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Atcham  Bishop’s  Church  Clun  Wenlock 


Disease 

R.D. 

Castle 

Stretton 

R.D. 

M.B. 

Total 

Heart  and  Circu- 

latory  Diseases  . . . 

77 

14 

23 

48 

93 

255 

Vascular  Diseases  of 

Nervous  System 

31 

6 

6 

24 

44 

111 

Malignant  Diseases 

27 

4 

8 

21 

46 

106 

Bronchitis  ... 

13 

2 

1 

5 

15 

36 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

— 

6 

6 

18 

Motor  Vehicle  Acci- 

dents  . 

4 

— 

2 

2 

3 

11 

All  other  Accidents 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

9 
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Atcham  Bishop's 

Church 

Clun 

Wenlock 

Tuberculosis  : 

R.D. 

Castle 

Stretton 

R.D. 

M.B. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

1 

Non-pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  ... 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

7 

Suicide 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

All  other  causes 

35 

4 

3 

15 

51 

108 

Totals 

202 

32 

46 

124 

262 

666 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  seven  more  than  in  the  previous 
year  and  the  crude  death-rate  was  13.2  per  1,000.  The  corrected 
death-rate  for  each  of  the  districts  is  given  in  the  Tables  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Report. 

The  three  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  in  previous  years  and 
these  accounted  for  472  deaths  out  of  the  total  of  666  deaths.  This 
equals  71  per  cent  of  the  total. 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  was  the  cause  of  one  death  only  and 
this  gives  a  very  low  death-rate  from  this  disease  of  0.010  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

There  were  eleven  deaths  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  and 
nine  deaths  from  other  accidents.  In  1954  there  were  eleven  fatal 
motor  accidents  and  in  1955  there  were  thirteen. 

It  will  be  noticed  also  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  any  of  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and 
Scarlet  Fever)  which  used  to  be  the  cause  of  death  among  young 
children.  There  have  also  been  no  deaths  from  Poliomyelitis. 


Wilding  &  Son,  Ltd  .  Shrewsbury. 


